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URL: www.sha.org.sa1 Committee on Publication Ethics, ‘‘How to spot authorship problems’’, 2008.JSHA and publication ethicsBeginning in the late 2011 the editors of theJournal of the Saudi Heart Association began
using the plagiarism detection software, iThenti-
cate (http://www.ithenticate.com/). Every paper
which we consider for publication in JSHA will
be checked through this software for plagiarism
and/or duplicate submission. In addition to this,
JSHA is a registered journal with the Committee
on Publication Ethics (COPE) (http://publicatio-
nethics.org/) and actively follows the COPE Code
of Conduct and Best Practice for Journal Editors.
We would like to take the opportunity to outline
some of the major principles of publication ethics,
as we realize that adherence to publication ethics
is often not rooted in malicious intent, but a lack
of education and awareness.Authorship
Ghost Author: An author who should have been listed as co-
author on the study but was omitted.
Gift Author: Someone who is listed as author, but does not
qualify for authorship.1
An author on a research paper must have a sig-
nificant responsibility for a portion of the research
or preparation of the work and must have ap-
proved the final presentation of the work. More
importantly, an author must be prepared to carry
the responsibility of publicly defending the work
if necessary.
Others who did contribute to the work but
would not be in a position to defend the paper
should be listed as contributors in an
acknowledgement.
The submitting or corresponding author holds
the responsibility of properly identifying all other1016–7315  2011 King Saud University.
Production and hosting by Elsevier B.V. All rights reserved.
Peer review under responsibility of King Saud University.
URL: www.ksu.edu.sa
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.jsha.2012.03.003authors and contributors and to ensure that they
have consented to the publication of the study.Plagiarism complaints
Simply defined, plagiarism is when an author
uses another author’s work without their knowl-
edge or permission. There are, however, different
forms of plagiarism as described below.
Literal copying
Literal copying is the most easily recognized
form of plagiarism as it involves the reproduction
of a work (whole or partial) without permission.
Substantial copying
To determine ‘‘substantial’’ the quality and
quantity of the content copied is important. Qual-
ity is the value of the copied work; for example, if
the crux of an entire study is copied – even though
it may only have involved the use of a few sen-
tences – this may be plagiarism.
Paraphrasing
Plagiarism may have occurred even in cases
where there has been no literal or substantial
copying of text – where, instead, the ideas have
been taken with the wording paraphrased. This
is the most difficult form of plagiarism to detect.Multiple, duplicate, concurrent publication/
simultaneous submission
Also known as self-plagiarism or redundant publication.
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2012;24:59–60Anything that you, as an author, submit for pub-
lication must be original and should not have
been submitted for consideration in another jour-
nal (unless it was rejected or withdrawn first). A
very common occurrence is the practice of submit-
ting to two or more journals at the same time, in
hopes that it will be accepted by one. The ethically
correct practice is to wait for acceptance or rejec-
tion; if rejected you may then submit elsewhere.
As with plagiarism, this type of ethical breach
can take the form of literal, partial or substantial
duplication or even paraphrasing.Research fraud
Fraud is the publication of data that was not
actually generated by experiments but instead
by data invention or manipulation. This includes
changing the data to fit the desired result or the
exclusion of undesired results is also considered
fraud.Research ethics violations
JSHA strictly adheres to The Code of Ethics of the
World Medical Association (Declaration of Helsinki)
for experiments involving humans (http://
www.wma.net/en/30publications/10policies/b3/
index.html), the EC Directive 86/609/EEC for ani-
mal experiments (http://ec.europa.eu/environ-
ment/chemicals/lab_animals/legislation_en.htm)
and the Uniform Requirements for manuscripts sent to
Biomedical journals (http://www.icmje.org).
Your manuscript must include a statement that
your work has been approved by the ethical com-
mittee(s) related to the institution where the re-search was performed (even for retrospective
studies), as well as a statement that subjects gave
informed consent. If your study involved experi-
ments with animals, you must also state that their
care was in accordance with institution guidelines.Undisclosed conflicts of interest
A conflict of interest is defined when an author
(or the related institution), reviewer or editor has
relationships – either financial or personal – that
could inappropriately bias his or her actions or re-
search. Any such relationships must be disclosed.
JSHA uses a mandatory form during submission
requesting this information; if you submit without
the form, the manuscript will be held until it is
received.JSHA follow-up on suspected ethical
breaches
In the event that it is suspected that an author is
in breach of publication ethics, the Editor-in-
Chief, in coordination with the publisher, will
use the Committee on Publication Ethics flow-
charts (http://publicationethics.org/resources/
flowcharts) to follow up on the case, up to and
possibly including reporting the problem to the
author’s institution in the event that the breach
is confirmed.
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